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a reader can get with little trouble a better description of 
what one of the little German principalities was in its palmy 
days; and as we are all prone to sneer at those small states, 
the reading of these interesting pages may be safely com- 
mended. But it is really unfair to pick out for special praise 
any part of a book so uniformly charming. 



A SEWANKE BOOK ONCE MORE. 

The Ecumenical Councils. By W. P. DuBose, S.T.D. The Christian 
Literature Publishing Company, 1897. Second edition with an intro- 
duction by the Rt. Rev. Thomas F. Gailor, S.T.D., Bishop of Tennessee. 

Our readers will remember a most scholarly and exhaust- 
ive i^eview of the first edition of Dr. DuBose's work on the 
Conciliar Period which the Rev. Professor Greenough 
White contributed to our pages a little more than a year 
ago. Since then the book has passed to a second edition, 
to which Bishop Gailor has added a historical introduction 
designed to bring the volume in line with the rest of the 
series of "Epochs of Church History," to which it belongs. 

In this connection we take great pleasure in calling atten- 
tion to an able and appreciative review of Dr. DuBose's 
book which has just appeared in the London Guardian. 
To say that Dr. DuBose has been twice reviewed favorably 
by this great Church journal means, to put it mildly, that he 
is recognized in England as a writer of force and acumen. 
When we come, however, to make a close examination of 
the reviews themselves we find that they mean much more 
than this. 

The notice of the " Soteriology " which appeared in the 
Guardian about five years ago concluded with the state- 
ment that the author was one of the greatest minds that had 
thought upon the great theme of the incarnation. The re- 
view before us is even more outspoken in its praise. 

^'The whole treatment is most valuable." 

*' It is based to some extent, no doubt, on Dorner's great 
work; but it is fresh and vigorous throughout, and not least 
valuable when" the author " diverges from Dorner's treat- 
ment." 
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"Students of Church history will find here a most stimu- 
lating and instructive guide, whilst other theological stu- 
dents who might not be drawn to it by its title will find i^ no 
less valuable." 

The reviewer seizes at once upon the germinal principle of 
the book, which is to show that the knowledge of Christ was 
a consecutive growth. "Each successive advance in the 
realization of Him at once opened the way to further knowl- 
edge and made new errors intellectually possible." For 
this reason, to quote Dr. DuBose's own language, " Chris- 
tology will never be complete, but it is quite enough to con- 
vince us that there is a truth in it, of which, while it is 
greater than our knowledge, we may yet know more and 
more." It is this historical and doctrinal point of view that 
makes the "Ecumenical Councils" such a stimulating and 
illuminating treatise. 

The reviewer quotes frequent passages to illustrate this 
method of the author's treatment; but it would be a mistake 
to suppose that the work escapes all adverse criticism. The 
reviewer declares that "the chief drawback of the book is 
the irregularity of its style." But even so it is "readable 
enough and abounds in sentences which are singularly hap- 
py." If the language is at times open to grave objection 
and to possible misconception, of which the reviewer gives 
several instances, it is, nevertheless, just to add that "it 
would be unfair to tear sentences . . . away from their 
context and judge them apart by themselves, and it is no 
more than justice to say that, both in these cases and in too 
many of like nature, the context makes it clear that they are 
meant to convey a perfectly true meaning." 

It should be a source of just pride to the University of the 
South and to the many friends and admirers of Dr. DuBose 
that his learning and ability have met with such ready and 
genuine appreciation, not only in this country but in England. 
We sincerely hope, and in this we but express the earnest 
wish of every alumnus as well as of every professor and stu- 
dent of Sewanee, that Dr. DuBose will take advantage of 
the year's holiday recently voted him by the Board of 
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Trustees to formulate and to put in shape the book which 
we understand he has it in his heart and mind to write. 
He owes it to the Church and to the world, not to speak of 
his own university for which he has sacrificed so much, to 
write this book as soon as possible. The work that he has 
already done has provoked discussion and aroused interest 
to such a degree that it is not too much to say that the mind 
of the Church is ready and alert to hear further from him. 
Christianity stands sadly in need of some philosophy which 
will at once be fundamental and yet not lose touch with the 
scientific spirit of the age. Dr. DuBose has succeeded in 
giving us such a philosophy, and the thoughtful and scholarly 
men of the Church are beginning to appreciate the fact. 

W. A. G. 



